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that it is for the first time that corrensite type clay mineral is reported from any geo­
logical horizon in India.
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A NEW SPECIES OF COPTOSPORA FROM THE LOWER CRETACEOUS
SUBSURFACE SEDIMENTS OF THE CAUVERY BASIN

B. S. VENKATACHALA

Institute of Petroleum Exploration, Oil & Natural Gas Commission, Dehra Dun

The present note deals with the naming of a characteristic spore met within the
Lower Cretaceous sediments of Cauvery Basin. Rao & Venkatachala (1971)
illustrated Coptospora sp. from Dalmiapuram black shale which is dated as Aptian­
Lower Albian in age by Venkatachala (1972). In a recent studyVenkatachala et al,
(1972) recorded the occurrence of this species from the Karaikudi and Gandharva­
·kottai wells. This species also occurs in the subsurface of Vridhachalam, i.e .•
Periyavadavadi. Rupanmarayanaliur and Puvanur shallow wells (Venkatachala,
1972). This fossil is associated with Polypodiacceoisporites, Microcachryidites, Cal­
lialasporites, Classopollis, Podocarpidites, Triletes, Cocksonites, Sestrosporites, Pilosi­
.sporites. Polycingulatisporites, Aequitriradites and other Lower Cretaceous genera.
This species is named Coptospora cauveriana by the above authors; no formal diagno­
sis, however was provided by them.

Coptospora Dettmann, 1963
Type Species-Coptospora striata Dettmann, 1963

Coptospora cauveriana sp. nov.
(Fig. 1, a-f)

Holotype--Rao and Venkatachala, 1971; pl. 3, fig. 18.
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